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CLAIMS 

1-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A can trimmer apparatus comprising: 
a housing adapted for us e in a can production line; 

two blades that are each mounte d on a rotatable shaft that extends from the housing; and 
an adjustment mechanism to adjust a gap between the blades through axial motion of at 

least one of the rotatable shafts , wherein the adjustmon^ nee hani s m - is - accessibl e from -fee 

e ^terior-of - th e trimm e r - app^at -us. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently Amended) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim [[9]] 8 further 
comprising a locking mechanism to substantially maintain the position of the-seeend one of the 
r otatable shafts once the gap is adjusted. 

IT (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 8 wherein the gap is about 8-25% 
of the thickness of the metal of a can. 

1243. (Cancelled) 

14. (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 8 further comprising a sealed gear 
housing. 

15. (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 14 wherein the housing is sealed 
by o-rings. 

1 6. (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 8 further comprising spur gears. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A can trimmer apparatus comprising: 
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a housing adapted for use in a can production line; 

a first blade mounted on a first sha ft that extends from the housing ; and 

a second blade mounted on a second shaft e xtends from the housing , wherein the first and 
second shafts are about the same mass ; and 

means for adjusting a gap between the first and second blade through, axial motion of at 
least one of the first and second shafts , 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The can trimmer apparatus of claim 1 7 further comprising: 
an adjustment mechanism to adjust a gap bctwoc n Hfee - fe wh e r ei n 

ad j ustm e nt - of th e - gap - is-in -- a direction perp en dicular to the direction of mov e m e nt betw e en th e 
open and closed positionsi and 

a motion translator to translate the direction of motion of the second blade between the 
open and closed positions with substantially no motion in the direction of the gap. 

19. (Original) The can trimmer of claim 1 8 further comprising a sealed gear housing. 

20. (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 1 8 wherein the gap is about 8-25% 
of the thickness of the metal of a can. 

2L (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 18 wherein the gap is about 8-15% 
of the thickness of the metal of a can. 

22. (Original) The can trimmer apparatus of Claim 18 wherein the gap is about 8-10% 
of the thickness of the metal of a can. 

23. (Original) The can trimmer of claim 18 wherein the adjustment mechanism is 
accessible from the exterior of the apparatus. 

24. (Original) The can trimmer of Claim 23 wherein the adjustment mechanism 
comprises: 
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an adjustment screw; 
an adjustment nut; and 
a locking mechanism. 



25. (Original) A can trimmer apparatus comprising a housing and a power connection 
accessible from the exterior of the housing, wherein said power connection is replaceable 
without opening the housing. 



26. (Original) The can trimmer of claim 25 wherein the power connection is a tang. 



.4. 



